Reduplication

Reduplication of nouns

A limited number of nouns can be duplicated to mean every or each:

H mit331day — HH [it33 nit21] every day, each day
E [nein22] year —> AR [nein22 nein22] every year, each year
M [man22] year — BHf [man22 man22] every evening, each evening

}& [tian33] gun — FEFE [tian33 tian33] every shot, each shot
Z& [kun22] fist — ZEZE [kun22 kun22] every punch, each punch
J] [ou335] knife — JJJ] [ou33 ou33] every chop, each cut
Reduplication of classifiers
Classifiers, in general, can be duplicated to mean every, any, or all:
W ) #0#0 [dziak33 dziak33 (mius5) duss liag33]
CL-CL  (cats) all pretty They (The cats) are all pretty.

A CGER) #B & [g0i33 g0i33 (pein22 go55) du55 hiam22]
CL-CL  (apples) all sweet They (The apples) are all sweet.

The negative takes the form 'f] CL' with rising tone change:

() HRH # [(nai55 miu55) mou33 dziak335 lian33]
(the  cats) no-CL' pretty None of them (the cats) are pretty.

(e SER) A # [(nai55 pein22 go55) mou33 g1i335 hiam22]
(the  apples) no-CL"sweet None of them (the apples) are sweet.

Reduplication of verbs
Result from the contraction of 'V — V' (alternatively 'V |'):

%/J\ *ff\ [tsein33 yit55 tsein33] — %f]ﬂ\%ﬂ\ [tsein33 tsein33] (%fjﬂ\—F [tsein33 ha21]) Weight
YF—F [gon55 yit55 gon55] — YFUF [ gons5 gons5] (WF K [gons5 ha21]) mention briefly
B0 [suS5 yits5 sus5] — B [sus55sus5] (BUF [sus5 ha21]) count

Result from the contraction of 'V NV "

AT FAT T [han22 ha21 han22 ha215] — 47*4T" [han221 han225] while walking
BURNHUT [su55ha2l sus5 ha215] — E0 4L [su511 su55] while counting
il N [kein33 ha2l kein33 ha215] — {051’ [kein331 kein335] in the middle of chatting

747" 1B |E7y=<] = B [han221 han225 kui33 ban21 sian33 mak32 fan55]
walking s’/he  bang-sound fall over ~ Walking along, she suddenly fell down with a thud.

Certain two syllable verbs (AB) can be repeated in the form of ABAB to reduce intensity:
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JUR 3tk BEEEW [gi55 si215 2933 15133 sian33 lian22 sian33 lian22 1555]
when come over talk-talk ~ SFP
So maybe we could get together and discuss it sometime?

Reduplication of adjectives

Repetition of many adjectives combined with tone change can be used to denote different degrees of
intensity — a mechanism also found with less frequency in Cantonese but not in Mandarin:

2 [hon22] red — ZLZL' [hon22 hon225] reddish — ZL'ZL [hon225 hon22] scarlet, very red
B [1at32] spicy — BHPEE' [lat32 1at325] somewhat spicy — B B [lat325 1at32] very hot
% [dui33] drunk — FEEE' [dui33 dui335] a little bit drunk — FE'EF [dui335 dui33] really drunk

The Cantonese equivalent to the 'mild' form is the addition of i with tone rise:
21 hung' red — ZL4L'M hung’ hung’ dei* reddish — £L'4L hung’ hung' scarlet, very red

N 1 B & Ay ik H [20i33 nui55 yia325 yia32 du55 mian32 fan33 gi33]
CL  daughter late-late still not-yet back home
My daughter still hasn't come home though it's so late at night.

E ¥ 2 #E $ EIHE  [kui33 ban32 ou33 liag335 lian33 dzi33 hui33 pak33 t055]
s/he make-up till pretty-pretty then go date

She makes herself up beautifully before going on a date.

Certain two syllable adjectives (AB) can be repeated in the form of AABB to make them stronger:

TE 2 [tein33 ts055] — J5 TR 2 4% [ tein33 tein33 ts055 ts055] nice and clear
T1% [gon33 dian32] — T T-{F#{¥F [gon33 gon33 dian32 dian32] nice and clean
T TE B [fuS5 fuss netS5 net55] (taste) bitter

WA [giap32 giap32 liap33 liap33] cramped in space

B nak’nak’ [tsi33 tsi33 nak55 nak55] sticky

W5 155 W] [1ou22 lou22 dou32 dou32] annoyingly chattering, nagging

huihui* HL L [hui22 hui22 1on32 1bn32] (things) disorderly

VODY 7575 [u33 tu33 fon33 fon33] square

2 R [kein22 kein22 sein22 sein22] clean

Certain two syllable adjectives (AB) can be repeated in the form of ABAB, with the last syllable in the
high rising tone:

H i E H' [duss yiu22 duss yiu225] relaxing, at easy
P [net32 dzai2l net32 dzai215] sultry

IR FTHE [vo22 non21 vo22 non215] lukewarm

=)\ =)\ [tlam33 bat55 tam33 bat55 (2255)] gOSsipy, nosy

Onomatopoeic and sound-symbolic (vivid) reduplication
Formed with the suffix Mi[hian55]/Fsian33] 'sound'";

(= W] 3 EERg [kui33 pak33 mon22 pat33 ou33 ban21 ban21 hian55]
s/he  pat door pat until bang-bang-sound ~ Bang bang, he knocks at the door.
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{6 Bl 3] pok® pok® B [kui33 fun33 ou33 nok21 nok21 sian22]
s/he sleep until ngok-ngok-sound ~ Zzzz ... she is sleeping soundly.

ABB forms, made up of an adjective (A) and a reduplicated syllable (B) are reduced to AB[+”], and can
be further contracted to AB with tone change. The non-reduced ABB forms are used occasionally,
especially if they are Cantonese cognates. Sandhi occurs frequently at the syllable boundary between B
and the weakened ™.

R UKPK [on33 beins5 bein55] ice cold — 1R #K o™ [on33 bein55 (n)e33] — 7R VK" [on33 bein553]
55 [bak32 tut55 ut55] snowy white — 155 o™ [bak32 tut55 (t)033] — 55" [bak32 tut553]
HIRRIAR [nin33 ma22 ma22] (meat) tough — FIJFK o [nin33 ma22 233] — HIHK' [9in33 ma223]

More examples (with sandhi omitted):

Taishanese English Cantonese
4o [on55 dzut55 933] short
FIAR(RF) | [yon22 1ok33 10k33/033] round [5] frge f
Pz [lan32 dot33 033] torn and worn J= doe’ doe’
41 N( D) | [hon22 bokS5 bok55/033] red EAR N
SR [ai55 dut55 933] short (of height) 55
F [gon33 pians55 233] dry - ity e
L7 [nun33 nop33 233] downy soft L gIRg ks
& [tan55 1ou33 tou33/033] loose, scattered HEs
/)R] [san33 neu33 nou33] raw aS/AK/A|
1&g [ton33 gan33 233] sour
ik [ham33 nin55 933] unfavorably salty
fifa [tui33 tok55 033] crunchy crunch ifg N B
i [bok32 tsiak55 tsiak55/033] | thin 7 cet’ cet’
JH [bok32 yiam22 233] thin (of poor quality)
=R [bak32 mon33/55 233] misty white SREE
M [bak32 tut55 tut55/033] snowy white HE%H
4% [tsou22 lut33 033] wrinkled ELETTET
N g [vat32 lut55/33 233] smooth NEgiRTiN
7 [sap33 tat33 233] coarse (to the touch) MR
W [1in33 lan33 033] brand new BT kwaak kwaak’
JiES [neam22 ban55/33 233] (food) tenderly soft | & bet’ bet’
2 [hian33 pian55 233] light (of weight) 35 15 1,
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Taishanese English Cantonese

w [ham33 biat33 933] tasteless, insipid WK

g [lian22 dim33 233] (weather) cool iR

E [non33 vut33 233] (weather) warm

= [hou21 mok33 233] thick

i [lam32 liu33 033] straight HEH

[hak55 mak32 233] dark, inky black

FE [tai22 tap55/33 033] even, uniform FEE

AAB forms are rare and consist mostly of Cantonese loanwords:

IR IR PF] [tou22 tou22 bi33] noisy

VPVLVE [sa21 da21 guns5] slipshod, careless, negligent

MR [1at55 1at55 tian21] (of place) quiet, empty, lonely
Misc. notes

There are verb-object words with the appearance of syllable reduplication:

HHL [su55 su33] count-numbers — to count; counting
JHIVH [yiu22 yiu225] paint-paint — to paint a house; house painting
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