Compounding

Compound nouns

Nouns with head noun in the final position examples:

HRA~ [nan55 nin21] eye-kernel — eyeball

JRHTR [ham22 ma21] salty-shrimp — shrimp paste

ik [ton21 lam21] food-basket = food-basket

RN [fat33 ti225] raised-cake — cupcake

ZRIE [dzi55 pai225] paper-card — playing cards

WJE [dius5 iam33] wine-shop — hotel

HRIE [yeinS5 va325] projection-picture — movies

HIAAC [1in33 mun22 dzi55] news-paper — newspaper

JEEE [gai33 mou22 yein325] chicken-feather-tassel = shuttlecock

Nouns with head noun in the initial position are rare. However, two cases are worth mentioning. One is
the still active suffix +[gon21] which denotes the end product of the drying process for meat, fruit, and
other food items. Another case is the suffixes 2 [gon21], t# [na55], and 1T [doi55] apply to animals.

T [t0i33 gon21], dried bok choy
BET [bians5 gon21], crackers

T [fan33 si22 gon21], dried yams
AT [nou22 nok32 gon21] beef jerky
T [dzi33 gok32 gon21] pork jerky

X\ [gai33 gon21] rooster
YU [gai33 nas5] hen
Y&y [dzi33 gon21] boar
Y& [dzi33 naS5] sow
FAT [gous5 doi55] puppy

A few others:

FEPE [50i33 bo335] contest-ball > ballgame

E X [s0i33 ma21] contest-horse — horse race

175 [gui22 san33] fish-raw — sashimi

#&F [dzok33 siu55] catch-hand — handrail, armrest

Compound adjectives
(a) adjective + noun — adjective:

U [hous5 ga33] good-price — expensive
HHR [dziak21 nan55] single-eye — one-eyed
VKRR [gi55 doi55] cunning-person —> cunning
UFAY [hou55 ma215] good-size = strong, brave
5% [gan33 sai335] usual-tendency — habitual
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(b) adjective + adjective — adjective:

#F I [ki22 kou55] strange-coincidental — strange, marvelous
25K [on33 1ok32] peaceful-happy — peaceful, content, happy
755 [san22 niak32] frail-weak — (physically) weak, feeble
PR4S [han33 giam32] thrifty-frugal — frugal, economical

F&dE [si32 £i335] right-wrong — gossipy
I [sip55 net32] wet-hot — sultry

VHFE [tai33 nam22] west-south — southwest
=t [on33 bak55] east-north — northeast

TR [hiam22 ton335] sweet-sour — sweet and sour
4 [hak55 bak32] black-white — black and white

(c) noun + adjective — adjective:

This type of compounding is not common. Examples:

L35 [1im33 hi335] heart-happy — happy

CMJT [Hm33 fan22] heart-troublesome — upset, worried

HAFA [du32 33(5)] self-private — selfish
F K [du32 ai32(5)] self-big — arrogant

(d) verb + noun — adjective:

H [yiu33] + noun (meaning having something) is a productive way of forming adjectives (as well as

nouns). 1] [mou33], 'have no', is the counter part.

A F [yiu33 bou55 ] have-treasure — precious

A # [yiu33 lu325] have-path — well-connected
Bk [yiu33 tein335] have-money — rich

4 FH [yiu33 yon32] have-use — useful

9% [yiu33 bian32] have-sickness — sick

A > [yiu33 1im33] have-heart — kind, thoughtful
A i [yiu33 nou55] have-brain — brainy

ﬁ$t%ﬂ [yiu33 lai21 mou32] have-manner — pOlite

Verb-object compounds

17 % [mou33 1u325] no-path — hopeless

17 %% [mou33 tein335] no-money — not rich

17 F [mou33 yon32] no-use — useless

47 9% [mou33 bian32] no-sickness — not sick

17> [mou33 1im33] no-heart — unintentional

17 /i [mou33 nou55] no-brain — foolish

17 4.5 [mou33 lai21 mou32] no-manner — impolite

A verb-object compound typically corresponds to an intransitive verb in English. Most can also function

as noun phrases.

7K [yiu22 sui55] swim-water — swim

215 [0k32 si33] read-book — go to school, study

B 15 [hai55 si33] watch-book — read (book)
1T E% [han22 1u32] walk-road — walk

AT L1 [han22 san33] walk-hill — visit burial grounds

775 [hak33 nou225] eat-meat — feast
RS [fat33 hi335] raise-temper — get angry
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TR [nim55 tsa22] drink-tea — have dim sum

A5 [dzon33 ou325] plant-vaccine — vaccinate

BIE [dein55 mou22] cut-hair — have haircut

H/ZTJ: [hiak33 yian335] eat-cigarette —> Smoke

ZEH [2055 don215] wrap-dumpling — make leave-wrapped dumplings of glutinous rice
7 I [a55 gon33] do-work = be employed

HEH [gan33 hein22] till-field — farm

U= [hou22 hok32] escape-school — play truant

F&HN [2on33 dzet55] lower-position — demote

NZ MR [hiak33 fan32] eat-rice = have a meal

R [vun55 tein335] search-money —> €arn money

I [yi22 min22] move-people — emigrate, immigrate

M HH 5 [tan33 sai33 gai33] enjoy-world — enjoy life

[ 1] 1 [hai55 mon22 hou55] watch-doorway — watch the house

Verb-object compounds can be separated in various contexts.
(a) Aspect marker examples:
Perfective marker o*:

Tk B NG [poi33 pim55 033 tsa22 1033]
I drink PFV tea SFP
I had Dim Sum already.

B iR /K B2 [kui33 yiu22 033 sui55 mian21 a33]
s/h swim PFV water not yet SFP
Has he swum?

Progressive marker £X [gin55]:
R % %% [poi33 nimSS gin5S5tsa22]
I drink PROG tea
I am having Dim Sum.

B & /K 4?[kui33 yiu22 gin55 sui55 mo21]
s/h swim PROG water SFP
Is she swimming?

Experiential marker 1o [g033]:

Bk i Z5N8 [poi33 pim55 go33tsa22 1033]
1 drink EXP tea SFP
I had Dim Sum before.

EW o K XK M2 [kui33 yiu22 go33 sui55 mian21 a33]
s/h swim EXP water not yet SFP

Had he swum before?

Resumative marker 1 [fan33]:
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Tk iR WS [90i33 nim55 fan33 tsa22 1033]
I drink again tea SFP
I have resumed having Dim Sum.

EW R K K M9 [kui33 yiu22 fan33 sui55 mian21 a33]
s/h swim again water not yet SFP

Does she start swimming again?

Completive marker 5¢ [yon33]/ ! [moi22]:

Bk 58 W8 [90i33 nim55 yon33tsa22 1033]
I drink finish tea SFP
I finish having Dim Sum already.

e i % M 1im55 moi22 tsa22 gon55 hui33 ya22]
drink CMPL tea first go SFP

Finish Dim Sum before you go.

EWE 58 /K XK M2 [kui33 yiu22 yon22 sui55 mian21 a33]
s/h swim finish water not yet SFP
Has she finished swimming?

Misc. other examples: £ [ou55], be able to; 15 [(d)ak33], be OK to; and F [hoi33], habitual.

R EER [9im55 ous5tsa22] be able to have Dim Sum (i.e. the restaurant is not full)

TR 212X [9im55 m22 ou55tsa22] be not able to have Dim Sum

TRAFZR [nim55 ak33tsa22] be OK to have Dim Sum (i.e. had recovered fully from the stomach-ache)
TRIFZR [nim55 hoi33 tsa22] have been having Dim Sum

(b) Modifier examples:

T 57K [yiu22 dous5 sui55] swim-early-water — go for a morning swim
15071 [0k32 ak33 houS5 si33] read-able-well-book — be able to study well
R [him55 dous5 tsa22] drink-early-tea — have early morning Dim Sum
7% KK [10k32 ai32 sui55] fall-big-water — rain heavily

FI BT [du33 1an55 gon33(5)] do-loose-work — do odd jobs

(c) Duration/frequency phrase examples:

O A R P [0k32 liap55 iamS55 biau335 si33]
read two hour clock book
study for two hours

ik JL R % [hou22 gi55 33 hok32]
escape several times school
skip class a few times

(d) Personal object examples:

RIS, [fat33 noi33 hi335] raise-me-temper — get angry at me
FAEHH [2on33 kui33 dzet55] lower-s/he-position — demote him
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(e) Splitting up by fronting the object for emphasis:

F —FE ¢ I [si33 yit55 ein32 yiau33 ok32 hou55]
book must need read well
You must study well!

BOBME M oz, ROH REE B
money no-need search so much people then must need move

Never mind earning money, (we) must emigrate!
[tein225 m22 $0i55 vun55 koi21 0335 min22 diu32 yit55 ein32 yiau33 yi22]

According to M&Y, verb-object compounds should be distinguished from other look-alike compound
verbs, examples shown below, that are not separable in most of the above ways:

.0 [am33 1im33] burden-heart = worry

20> [gan33 1im33] care-heart = concerned (about)
L [hou22 du33] throw-resources — invest

7 [vun55 hiak33] seek-eat — make a living

FNBE [33 tui22] know-smell = know

2 4b [hui33 ai325] go-outside — go abroad

20 [dzon55 gian55] swell-neck — have the mumps

HF fan’ [gon55 fan55] talk-fun — joke

£HY [hui33 tun21] go-village — visit parental home by married daughters (Mandarin 54 5)

A verb-object compound loses it's idiomatic meaning when separated by a classifier or measure phrase:

wEHF L Wm %5 [pim553 hou55 gi55 boi33 tsa22]
drank very several CL (cup) tea
(We) drank quite a few cups of tea.

Many verb-subject compounds and others behave just like the verb-object type. Examples:

7% 7K [1ok32 sui55] fall-water — rain

P57, [1ok32 dok215] fall-snow — hail

HMKJZE [lom33 ok55] fall-house — house collapse
BB N [1i55 nin22] die-people — people die

MR [tsan33 lian22] pour-cool — take bath, take shower

ME T [tson33 gins5 lian22] pour-PROG-cool — (be) taking a bath

M 5EU [tson33 yon22 lian22] pour-finish-cool — finish taking a bath

PR IR [tson33 lian55 tu33 lian22] pour-two-times-cool — take bath twice

Subject-verb compounds

Subject-verb compound verbs are made up of a subject and an intransitive verb and function as stative
verbs:

S 7R [hou22 tiak33] head-ache — have a headache
JE L [u55 gi33] stomach-hunger — hungry

AR [gan55 fun33] eye-sleep — feel sleepy

#0175 [gian55 hot33] neck-thirst — thirsty
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