Prefixes
Fil [a33], used with names and kinship terms to denote familiarity:

Bi] ' [a33 von225] ah-Wong (familiar, note tone raising for family name)
BAJ 3% [a33 yein33] ah-Ying (familiar, personal name)
RiT 5} [233 go55] elder brother

% [lou55], literally old, denoting familiarity:

U [1ouss po21] wife, honey

Z )\ [1bus5 gon21] husband, hubby
3% [1ous5 biauss] cousin

MR [1ou55 ban55] boss

2 K [louss yiu215] buddy

2 I [1ou55 min55] old folk (alt: £ )

% [ai32], used in the formation of ordinal numbers, equivalent to the #4 suffix in English:

2 — [ai32 yit55], the first
% H+-LIX [ai32 m55 sip32 tit55 kui335], the Fifty-seventh District

#] [ts033], used with numbers (1-10) to name days of the month from the first to the tenth:

] [ts033 yit55], the first day of the month
]+ [ts033 sip32], the tenth day of the month

% 10331, 'poly-', 'multi-', abundant, excessive:

% %X [033 tein325], rich (abundant-money)

Z I [533 duis5], blabbermouth (excessive-mouth)
% 56 CAK [033 pun22 mun22 fa33], multicultural

Z 1 [033 dia32], many thanks

% % T [033 yim33 du32], polyphone

XU [son33], duo, double, two; ¥. [dan33], mono, single, one:

XU [son33 yian22], win-win

XUFE [son33 tsein22], two-way, round trip FAFE [dan33 tsein22], one-way

XL [son33 siu55], pair of hands BATF [an33 siu55], one hand, single-handily
XLHR 57 [son33 ans5 pi22], double eyelid BAHR 7 [an33 nan55 pi22], single eyelid

[ [fan55], 'anti-', counter; &, normal:

JH [fan55 sian22], abnormal 1E % [dzein33 siap22], normal

S I [fan55 mein32], the reverse side e [dzein33 mein32], the right side
J2 $H 77, [fan55 han44 hak55], anti-tank

JBURF [fan55 tsein33 fu55], anti-government
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J 75 7] [fan55 fon33 hian33], the opposite direction
J i [fan55 get55], counterattack

ST [fanss sia32], reflection

S H [fan55 gut55], disloyal

1 [fu32], negative; 1T, positive:

%4 [fu32 su33], negative number
1 HE & [fu32 nan33 lian32], negative energy
11 BSF [fu32 1i22 dus5], anion

I [hous5), good; % [ok33), difficult:

IFH [hous5 hai55] good to watch, good-looking
UFWT [hous5 hian335] pleasant to hear
U7, [hous5 hiak32] tasty, delicious

# [fan33] 're-', used with verbs:

FHIL [fan33 tsous5] re-cook. re-use
FHT [fan33 1in33] re-model, face-lifting
FHAR [fan33 ban55] pirated edition

& [m22] negative prefix to adjectives and verbs:

WEET AR [m22 si33 fok32] uncomfortable, sick

W J2 A% [m22 giap32 gak55] not qualify, fail
MEIH [m22 yian32] not clear

&t [m22 hau32] not bright

ME T AT [m22 houss u55] diarrhea, have diarrhea

Suffixes

JZ [u32], degree:

W [vun33 u32], temperature

51/ [2ou33 u32], height

MEFE [vun33 u32], level of difficulty

M1 44 B [dzi33 mein22 u32], name recognition

2 [set55], style:

H 3 [dzon33 set55], Chinese-style
PH30 [1ai33 set55], Western-style
IH7 [giu32 set55], old-style

1EZX [dzein33 set55], formal, official

V% [fat55], way, method, and law:

P [2on55 fat55], way of speaking, wording

1E#] [dzein33 su33], positive number
1EfE B [dzein33 nan33 lian32], positive energy
1E % F [dzein33 1i22 dus5], cation

ST [0k33 hian335] unpleasant to hear
JENZ [0k33 hiak32] unappetizing
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1872 [nam55 fat55], way of thinking, thought, idea
BB [haiss fat55], view, opinion

{8072 [du33 fat55], way of doing things

JE [ban32 fat55], way out, method

FHVZ [yen32 fat55], way of using

SCF: [mun22 fat55], grammar (of a language)
LAV [2i33 boyss fatss], the Basic Law

#% 32 [yi22 min22 fat55], immigration laws

K [2a335]/111 [tu33] denotes specialist in a field:

YEZR [dok55 ga335], writer

RS [yim33 nok32 ga335], musician
%5 [dzon33 ga335], specialist, expert
B2 5K (533 hok32 ga335], scientist
LRI [gon33 tsein22 u33], engineer
TKHLI [£i33 gi33 w33), pilot

ZE i [gun33 tu33], military adviser

4 [ein33] denotes the natural state or state of being:

&% [nai22 hiams5] dangerous — fEK T [nai22 hiam55 tein33] danger

Y B [giam22 dzon32] serious — =B [niam22 dzon3?2 lein33] seriousness
7F [ok32] poison — T4 [0k32 lein33] toxicity

N [in22] human — AVE [pin22 tein33] human nature, humane

B [siu33] beast — &1 [siu33 lein33] beastly nature, animal instinct
[mu21] mother — BE [mu21 tein33] motherly nature

10 [gi33] recall — iC 14 [gi33 lein33] memory

3 [(d)an32] bounce — FH [han22 lein33] elasticity

H [9i55] ear — F-VE [1i55 tein33] the ability to remember

= [man32] slow — e [man32 lein33] chronic

# [gou33], forms names of religion or teaching:

il 2 [fut32 gou33], Buddhism

LB [2i33 ok55 gou33], (Protestant) Christianity
FRZY [tia22 goud3), religious cult

K [ga33 goud3], family education

¥ X [dzi55 ni32], -ism":

4= 3 Y [sia21 voi32(5) dzis5 1i32], socialism
A T Y [du33 bon55 dzi55 i32], capitalism
=3 X [fam33 min22 dzi55 ni32], Three Principles of the People

1 [sia215], denotes an agency or organization:
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B AEAL [hap32 doks5 sia215], co-op

AL [gon33 sia215], commune

JIRAT 4L [wi21 han22 sia215], travel agency
H R AL [tsut55 banss sia215], publisher

2% [hok32], forms names of fields of study:

2% [su33 hok32], mathematics

775 [1et32 hok32], mechanics

k.2 [fa33 hok32], chemistry

T 5 % [nui21 nun22 hok32], linguistics

¥ [fa33], -ize/-ization' and "-ify/-ification’, applies to nouns and adjectives:

FR [gok55 dai33] international — [EFRAL [goks5 dai33 fa33] internationalize; internationalization
N [9in22 tein33] human nature — NTEAL [ nin22 tein33 fa33] humanize; humanization

2k [lok32] green — ZRAL [1ok32 fa33] make green; greening

. [tsiu55] ugly — HAL [tsius5 fa33] vilify; vilification

P [tai33] west — PH4L [1ai33 fa33] Westernize; Westernization

S, [hi33] air — AL [hi33 fa33] vaporize; vaporization

The 1F [d0i55], £ [nui55], £& [lou55], and % [po21] are suffixes designating persons corresponding to young
male, young female, adult male, and adult female respectively (although they also take up additional
meanings):

AT [gi33 doi55], young male Westerner
B4 [gi33 nuiss), young female Westerner
B A [i33 1ous5], adult male Westerner
B [gi33 po21], adult female Westerner

DU HR AT [1i33 nan55 doi55], boy wearing eyeglasses
VOHR %z [1i33 nan55 nuis5], girl wearing eyeglasses
VORR A% [1i33 nan55 lou55], man wearing eyeglasses
PO HR 22 [1i33 nan55 po21], woman wearing eyeglasses

¥ [doi55], 'little,' is a diminutive suffix and agent marker for certain occupation dominated by youngsters:

TEAT [va22 doi55), little Wah (suffix to male personal names, i.e., little Johnny)
YH AT [tam33 min55 doi55], children, boy

BT [miuss doiss], kitten

AT [an21 doi55], small bench

FAF [siu55 doi55], finger

G fT [giam33 doi55], dagger

JKAT [suis5 doi5s], light rain

AT [si32 doi55], bonsai

JEAT [fi22 doi55], a young fat person, little fatty

2EAT [gou22 doiss), calf; (Western) cowboy
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Ly £¥ [ma21 doi55], colt; a low-ranking gangster

FFAF [si32 dois5], waiter

ZKAT [hat55 mai55 doiss], beggar

$T AT [a55 gon33 doi55], blue-collar wage earner

SEFEAT [mai32 dzi33 doiss], contracted Chinese coolies to the US and Canada
T ZK AT [bai32 ga33 doiss], a prodigal son who recklessly wasted his inheritance
T 4F [si21 doi55], peddler, hawker

% [nui55], female counter part to 1§ for human terms:

AL [va22 muis5), little Wah (suffix to female personal names, i.e., little Alice)
21 I 2L [1am33 min55 nui55], girl

IR 2L [moi21 nui55], housemaid

FNLZ [lun33 nuis5], granddaughter

SEAE L [mai32 fa33 nuiss), flower girl

% [10u55], -er’ , person marker for male:

W AE [tak32 1ouss], robber, thief

A 34 [t0i22 dzi55 lous5], rich man

H 5 2 [hoy33 dzi33 1ouss], butcher
FIEFAE [vo22 132 1ous5], peace maker
KAME [2i32 20133 1ous5], adult

¥ [po21], female counterpart to f£:

B [san21 po21], witch

J %4 [qut32 po21], woman right after giving birth
3L % [1u32 hou22 po21], female owner

SESE YL [mai32 toi33 po21], female vegetable peddler
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