Basic word order: subject, verb, and object (SVO)
Simple sentences conform to the SVO order:

BHEE [90i33 dzon33 yi33 kui33]
I love him/her
I love her.

B &Ik [kui33 dzon33 yi33 poi33]
s’he loves me
She loves me.

B EH [0133 hui33 2033 mi2l gok55]
I go-EXP The U.S.
I've been to the states.

TR Fit [10i33 mian21 hui33 go33 yein33 gok55]
I not-yet go-EXP England
I've not been to England.

Adverbs and adverbial phrases come before the verbs:

B B H #F BEZEMEME  [kui33 sian22 nit215 duSS gons5 tiau33s go33 yass]
s/h always all joke SFP

He makes jokes all the time.

BT N EBBUR [9133 ha32 goi33 tein33 ki22 fon33 ga55]
I next CL week take-leave
I'm off next week.

Aspect markers, verbal particles, and expressions of duration/frequency can be inserted between the verb

and the object:

FEEH B — AN FAZE [noi33 haiS5 tsut55 933 yit55 2oi33 bi33 mit32]
I find-out PFV one CL secret
I've discovered a secret. ( o”= aspect marker)

B 24 #& 5% P [90i33 yi21 gein33 ok32 yon22 si33]
s/he already read finish book
She's finished her studies. (5& = verbal particle)

B ® O)N\FE  EY [10i33 hok32 233 bat33 nein22 yein33 mun225]
I study PFV eight-year English
I've been studying English for eight years. (J\#£ = duration phrase)

S5 G U | R G 1] [noi21 gein33 go33 giS5 33 mein32]
we see EXP several times face
We've met a few times (JLIX = frequency phrase)

Deviation from SVO word order

OSV/SOV order: fronting the object for emphasis:
(a) Normal SVO order: F A Z:3d 9 [E (I've not been to England)
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gilE R Aw et [yein33 gok55 15133 mian21 hui33 go33]
England I not-yet go-EXP  OSV order

e * Fit [10i33 yein33 gok55 mian21 hui33 go33]
I England not-yet go-EXP SOV order
(b) Normal SVO order: I H1&1E (I love her)

B K& [kui33 noi33 dzon33 yi33]
s/he T love OSV order

Note that there is no SOV for this example. In (a), it is clear that / is the subject and England is the
object regardless their relative positions, but that is not true for the current case.

OSV/SOV order: constructs with fand quantified object:

Pl & HRAE SE [okSS5 fok55 va32 1oi33 duSS lian55 mai33]

two-CL picture 1 all want buy  OSV order
55 WilE H HSAE L [poi33 fakS5 fak55 va32 dus5S5 lians5 mail3]
I two-CL picture all wantbuy SOV order

I want to buy both pictures.

IS B HIH R [g0133 g0i33 poi33 duS5 dzon33 yi33]

CL-CL1I all love OSYV order
559 NS B HE [poi33 20i33 20i33 du55 dzop33 yi33]
I CL-CL all love SOV order

I love everyone!

Verb+Subject order with intransitive verbs:

AH kR I £ KKisE [gim33 pit21 1bi33 033 hou55 033 ai32 lip55/33 mak21(a55)]
today come PFV very many big-mole

A lot of big shots came today.
EH T RN, e & JLIE R, ik A A

yesterday blow big-wind collapse-PFV  very several-CL  house die-PFV several-CL people
There was a windstorm yesterday. Quite a few houses collapsed and several people died.
[dou21 pit21-033 a55 ai32 fon33, lom33 933 hou55 gis5 gan33 okSS5, 155 933 gi55 g0i33 nin22]
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